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 The objective of this study was to examine the levels and determinants of 

knowledge and attitudes toward COVID-19 among adult people in 

Bangladesh, using data from an online survey, conducted in May 2021. 

Descriptive and inferential statistical analysis were performed to extract 

findings from data. The survey covered 993 respondents. A high level 

(78.4%) of effective knowledge and positive attitude (78.6%) were observed 

among the Bangladeshi people. More than eighty percent of the respondents 

could correctly mention at least one important symptom, mode of 

transmission, and preventive measures of COVID-19. Good knowledge and 

positive attitudes were found to be significantly higher among males, living 

in Dhaka city, having a higher level of education, health professionals, and 

the wealthiest people. Knowledge about COVID-19 has significant 

association with positive attitude of people towards COVID-19. Despite the 

high level of knowledge and positive attitudes, there still prevails some 

misconceptions among a group of people, as one-third of the respondents 

opined that COVID-19 is a divine punishment and 13% were in favor of 

keeping it secrete if COVID-19 infection happen to them. The findings 

underscore the need for more educational program and behavior change 

communication (BCC) for the subgroups of the population that has been 

identified with poor knowledge and negative attitudes towards COVID-19. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

COVID-19 emerged as a major public health crisis across the world in recent times. It originated in 

the Wuhan region of China in December 2019 and rapidly spread all over the world within a very short time. 

In March 2020 the WHO declared it a pandemic [1]. COVID-19 is a highly infectious disease that can cause 

many illnesses including the common cold to severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) [2], [3]. Fever, dry 

cough, breathing difficulty, muscle or body aches, fatigue, myalgia, and dyspnea are the primary clinical 

symptoms for COVID-19 [4], [5]. Beside these,sore throat, diarrhea, lossing taste and smell, and arthralgia 

are also symptoms [6]–[8]. Studies have shown that COVID-19 spread among people through sneezing or 

coughing or contact with the person who is infected [9], [10]. According to the WHO, the possible modes of 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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the transmission of COVID-19, include contact, droplet, airborne, fomite, fecal-oral, bloodborne, mother-to-

child, and animal-to-human transmission [11]. Therefore, it is necessary to assess the public knowledge and 

awareness to avoid the blowout of COVID-19 in any community. 

On March 8, 2020, Bangladesh recorded its first COVID-19 case [12]. Soon after detection of the 

first COVID-19 patient, it became one of the top most affected country among the South Asian countries. It 

was predicted that the outcome of COVID-19 would be disastrous for Bangladesh because of its density of 

population which is more than 1,200 people in per square kilometer, and it is the 8th most populous country 

in the world with low socio-economic condition, relatively low-literacy level, the strict practice of traditional, 

cultural and religious values and weak health care system [13]. To control the outbreak of COVID-19, the 

government of Bangladesh imposed many restrictions and interventions, including lock-down, mandatory use 

of face masks in public, bans on large gatherings, social distancing, face to face classroom activities of 

schools, colleges and universities was stopped, business center was shut down, there was stay-at-home orders 

and so on. When the government imposed these restrictions, many people panicked and tended to ignore 

them as reported by various media. Thus, the success of all these efforts taken by the Government in 

containing the rapid spread of COVID-19 largely depends on acceptance of people and adopting the control 

measures that depends on the perception, knowledge, and attitude of people toward COVID-19. Recent 

studies of Southeast and South Asian countries found that effectiveness of the preventive measures for 

COVID-19 largely depends on the cooperation and compliance of the people [14]. 

At the beginning of the pandemic, there was no proven vaccine or treatment for the disease. Since 

the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, controlling the spread of the disease has been considered the most 

effective measure to protect people. Thus, nonclinical interventions such as restricting unnecessary 

movement, maintaining social distancing, wearing masks, and frequent and appropriate hand washing have 

been suggested by the WHO [15]. As a result, worldwide countries imposed many strict infection control 

measures to contain the spread of the infection among people. These were largely behavioral, such as social 

distancing, cleanliness, regular hand washing, use of face masks in public, restriction in local and 

international travel flights, stop gatherings of people, maintaining social distancing, encouraging online 

education by closing educational institutes and even curfews in some cases [3], [16]–[18]. The compliance 

and practice of these control measures were mainly dependent on knowledge and attitudes toward the disease 

[6], [8], [11], [19].  

Personal hygiene measures, such as frequently sanitizing hands, using face mask and  shield helps 

reduce spread of COVID-19 [20]. It is necessary to maintain social distancing, avoiding direct contact and 

awareness about personal hygienc system for reducing the transmission [21]. Behavioral practice which can 

be determinant of knowledge and attitude needs to change for controlling and mitigating the transmission of 

COVID-19. A research found that ignorance about a disease controlled attitudes and practices of the people 

which employ negative effects on transmission of the disease [22]. Attitude is highly associated with 

knowledge about impact of a disease [23]. Therefore, gathering knowledge can motivate to positive attitudes 

and better reaction toward COVID-19. Knowledge and attitude are influential factors to change practice and 

behavior of people toward COVID-19 [24].  

There are numerous  literatures [25]–[28] which found that knowledge, attitudes, and necessary 

measures have significant influence on the mitigation of the pandemic of SARS, Ebola, and H1N1 human 

influenza flu. Studies [29]–[31] found that the knowledge and positive attitudes about infectious diseases 

allowed individuals to prevent infection. To identify the most vulnerable group where interventions are 

needed to change behavior of people, the determinants associated with knowledge, attitude, and practice 

(KAP) toward COVID-19 are necessary to measure. Recent studies on the COVID-19 pandemic conducted 

on different sub-groups of a population like healthcare workers, students, and the adult population also 

showed that good knowledge and positive attitude directed a  individuals to adopteffective remedy [32]–[34]. 

Thus, it is important to study these domains of behavioral aspects of people in any country for developing 

effective coping mechanisms. 

Over the period a good number of studies have been conducted on the KAP of COVID-19 in 

developed and developing countries, reporting various levels of COVID-19-related KAP and their 

determinants, emphasizing more country-specific studies in different settings. There are few studies on 

COVID-19 KAP in Bangladesh, but most of these studies were conducted in the early stage of the pandemic 

on specific population groups such as students, health professionals, or adolescents [35]–[37]. There is still 

limited information available on the knowledge and attitudes of adult people in the midst of the peak period 

of COVID-19 in Bangladesh. To fill this gap, we conducted an online survey among the adult people of 

Bangladesh in mid-2021. Thus, the objectives of this study were to explore the knowledge and attitude 

toward COVID-19 and identify their determinants. Findings of the study are expected to assist the 

policymakers to design effective policy which would help to change socity and individual’s behavior for 

ensuring safety during and after the pandemic. 
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2. RESEARCH METHOD 

2.1.  Study design, participants and ethics approval 

The data for this study was obtained through a cross-sectional online survey among the adult people 

who were active social media users. Due to strict social distancing measures, restricted movement of the 

people, and stay-at-home orders, a web-based survey form which was a electric version of a semi structured 

questionnaire was developed and used for the study to collect data. The survey form was developed in the 

QuestionPro platform (https://www.questionPro.com). The questionnaire was pretested among twenty-five 

potential respondents as a pilot survey for necessary changes in language/words, style, and response 

categories based on pretested results. The questionnaire was shared with people via social media applications 

such as e-mail, Facebook, and WhatsApp. Data were collected for 15 days during May 2021. 

Ethical approval for the study was provided by the Institutional Review Board of the Bangladesh 

Medical Research Council (BMRC) (Ref. BMRC/HPNSP-Research Gantl2020-2021 I 5 6(1-6)). There was a 

consent form at the beginning of the survey. Participants were allowed to drophim/herself from survey at any 

time without any explanations and no personal information was recorded. A total of 933 people provided 

informed consent and completed the questionnaire, which constituted our study sample. 

 

2.2.  Data collection tools and measurements  

Data was collected using a web-based survey form which was self-administered. The knowledge 

was assessed using 13 true-false questions on three dimensions of knowledge about COVID-19, such as (1) 

signs and symptoms (5 items), (2) transmission (3 items), and (3) prevention mechanism (5 items). Each 

correct response was scored as 1 point and incorrect response as 0, giving an aggregate maximum score of 13 

and a minimum score of 0. The higher the points scored, the more knowledgeable the people were. The mean 

score was observed to be 9.1 (SD=1.34). The overall knowledge was categorized into poor for scores less 

than 9 and good for scores 9 and above. 

Using a 7-item measurement scale, attitude of the people towards COVID-19 was measured. Each 

item has two options - agree or disagree. Thus, the overall attitude was categorized as negative for scores less 

than 5 and positive for scores 5 and above as the average score was 5.3.  

In the absence of a direct measure of economic status, a proxy measure, called the wealth index was 

created based on information from housing characteristics and ownership of household durable goods (such 

as television, car, and refrigerator), using principal component analysis. Details on the calculation of the 

wealth index from household assets can be found in [38]. 

 

2.3.  Statistical analysis 

The study considered knowledge and attitude as the outcome variables and socio-demographic and 

COVID-19 related factors as explanatory variables. Descriptive statistics was performed to know status of 

knowledge and attitude towards COVID-19 whereas inferential statistics were applied to find association and 

odds of the determinants with appropriate statistical test. Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS), 

Version 25.0 was used to conduct the statistical analysis. A p-value <0.05 was considered statistically 

significant. 

 

 

3. RESULTS  

3.1.  Characteristics of respondents 

Of the total 993 respondents, about half (50.3%) were female (Table 1) Nearly one-third (32.3%) of 

the respondents were young adults of age less than 24 years. The mean age of the participants was 29.4 years. 

About half (51.4%) of the respondents were single. Respondents were literate persons with two-third (65.5%) 

having educational level graduate and above. About one fourth (24.6%) of the respondents were students, 

while 38% were health workers. About 18% of the respondents were from outside Dhaka City area, the 

national Capital City. Our sample included 361 (36.4%) participants who were diagnosed to know  

COVID-19 infection status, among them 210 (21%) were tested COVID-19 positive. In general, 97% of the 

respondents reported their general health status as moderate to good. 

 

3.2.  Knowledge about COVID-19 

The overall knowledge was categorized as poor and good based on the total scores of the correct 

answers of the 13 knowledge items (scores <mean as poor and scores ≥mean as good). The results indicate 

that 78% respondents had high level of knowledge about COVID-19 among the adult people of Bangladesh 

as shown in Table 2. An overwhelming majority (87%) of the respondents reported coughing/sneezing as 

signs and symptoms of COVID-19, while difficulty in breathing was reported by 84% of the respondents. 

Other symptoms like fever were mentioned by 78%, and muscle/body aching was mentioned by 62%. 

Diarrhea was mentioned by 55% of respondents. About 82% of the people knew that the COVID-19 virus 
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can transmit to the human body through the mouth, nose, and eyes, 85% knew that transmission can happen 

through touching an infected person and 89% knew that being in close contact with the infected person could 

be the cause of transition. Around 90% of the people correctly reported that social distancing, wearing masks 

and keeping hand clean can prevent COVID-19 infection, while about 76% reported that avoiding contact 

with an infected person and avoiding travel or visit to crowded places can prevent COVID-19 infection.  

Gender, place of permanent residence, level of education, occupation, and wealth index appeared as 

significant predictors of knowledge about COVID-19 among the adult people Table 3. Males were found to 

be 1.34 times more likely to have good knowledge about COVID-19 (AOR=1.34, 95% CI=1.11–1.86). As 

expected, people from Dhaka city exhibited higher knowledge than those from outside Dhaka (AOR=1.46, 

95%CI=1.12–2.31). Level of education showed a significant positive association with knowledge about 

COVID-19. People with educational level graduate or above had about 3 times higher good knowledge about 

COVID-19 than the people with a primary level of education (AOR=2.98, 95%CI=1.89–3.45). The wealth 

index also showed a positive association with good knowledge about COVID-19. The wealthiest people were 

found to be 2.1 times more likely to have had good knowledge about COVID-19 than the people with the 

poorest wealth index (AOR=2.13, 95%CI=1.62–3.23). 

 

 

Table 1. Distribution of respondents according to socio-demographic characteristics 
Characteristics Number Percent 

Total respondents 993 100.0 
Age    

<24 321 32.3 

25-29 352 35.4 
30-39 204 20.5 

40+ 116 11.7 

Mean age (SD) 29.4 (9.3)  
Gender   

Male 494 49.7 

Female 499 50.3 
Marital status   

Single 510 51.4 

Married  483 48.6 

Level of education   

Primary 41 4.1 

Secondary 67 6.7 
Higher secondary 235 23.7 

Graduate or above 650 65.5 

Occupation   
Student 244 24.6 

Health worker 373 37.6 

Service holder 216 21.8 
Business 100 10.1 

Others 60 6.0 

Monthly HH income (in OR)   
Up to 15,000 210 21.1 

15,001-30,000 354 35.6 

Above 30,000 429 43.2 
Mean (SD) 40.545±58.973  

Place of permanent residence   

Dhaka 817 82.3 

Outside Dhaka 176 17.7 

Wealth Index   

Poorest 199 20.0 
Poorer 198 19.9 

Middle 200 20.1 

Wealthier 197 19.8 
Wealthiest 199 20.0 

Diagnose of COVID-19   

Not tested 632 63.6 
Tested negative 210 21.1 

Tested positive 151 15.2 

Health status   
Good 584 58.8 

Moderate 382 38.5 

Bad 27 2.7 
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Table 2. Percentage of adults providing correct response to the questions related  

to knowledge about COVID-19 

Knowledge items 
Correct response 
Number % 

The symptoms of COVID-19 are   

Coughing and sneezing  865 87.1 
Breathing difficulty 832 83.8 

Fever 770 77.5 

Muscle/body aching  619 62.3 
Diarrhea 546 54.9 

Transmission mechanisms of COVID-19:   

Being in close contact with an infected person 885 89.1 
Touching the infected person 844 84.9 

Mouth, nose and eyes are the routes of entry of coronavirus into human body  814 82.0 

Prevention mechanism of COVID-19:   
Social distancing 905 91.1 

Wearing mask 884 89.0 

Keeping hand clean 890 89.6 
Avoiding contact with infected person 759 76.4 

Avoiding travel and visit to crowded places 698 70.3 

Overall knowledge about COVID-19   
Good 779 78.4 

Poor 214 21.6 

Mean knowledge scores (SD) (1.34) 

 

 

Table 3. Distribution of knowledge about COVID-19 and odds of good knowledge about COVID-19 

Characteristics 
Knowledge about 

COVID-19 
Adjusted odds ratio (AOR) of good knowledge 

Poor  Good p-value AOR 95% CI p-value 

Total sample 21.6 78.4     

Age        
<20 19.7 80.3 0.521 1.24 0.83-2.16 0.137 

20-24 26.4 73.6 1.19 0.79-2.12 0.263 

25-29 27.9 72.1 1.13 0.61-1.87 0.634 

30+ (ref.) 30.0 70.0 1.00   

Gender       

Male 20.8 79.2 0.023 1.34 1.11-1.86 0.032 
Female 28.2 71.8 1.00   

Marital status       

Single 21.9 78.1 0.734 1.08 0.85-1.96 0.464 
Married (ref.) 20.8 79.2 1.00   

Place of residence     

Dhaka 19.3 80.7 0.001 1.46 1.12-2.31 0.005 
Outside Dhaka 25.0 75.0 1.00   

Level of education      

Primary 25.5 74.5 0.032 1.00   
Secondary 22.0 78.0 1.18 0.37-2.12 0.400 

Higher secondary 19.4 80.6 1.86 1.09-2.59 0.023 
Graduate or above 17.3 82.7 2.98 1.89-3.45 0.003 

Occupation       

Student 21.7 78.3 0.042 1.36 0.89-2.56 0.127 
Health worker 10.9 89.1 2.13 1.19-3.23 0.021 

Service holder 24.8 75.2 1.16 0.78-2.65 0.114 

Business 27.7 72.3 1.09 0.89-3.12 0.110 
Others 31.8 68.2 1.00   

Monthly HH income (in OR)     

Up to 15,000 19.7 80.3 0.142 0.80 0.45-1.62 0.267 
15,001-30,000 19.2 80.8 0.75 0.61-1.95 0.133 

Above 30,000 15.2 84.8 1.00   

Wealth index       
Poorest 30.8 69.2 0.041 1.00   

Poorer 31.5 68.5 0.86 0.67-1.89 0.776 

Middle 27.4 72.6 1.06 0.78-2.03 0.486 
Wealthier 18.0 82.0 1.34 1.06-2.33 0.048 

Wealthiest 12.2 87.8 2.13 1.62-3.23 0.031 

Test for COVID-19      
Not tested 22.1 77.9 0.478 0.85 0.68-1.92 0.775 

Tested negative 19.5 80.5 108 0.56-2.17 0.353 

Tested positive 20.2 79.8 1.00   
Health status       

Good 22.1 77.9 0.782 0.86 0.56-1.98 0.785 

Moderate  19.8 80.2 1.02 0.79-2.12 0.561 
Bad 20.9 79.1 1.00   



                ISSN: 2252-8806 

Int J Public Health Sci, Vol. 12, No. 2, June 2023: 475-485 

480 

3.3.  Attitudes towards COVID-19 

Respondents were asked about seven different attitudinal questions, and they reported their 

agreement or disagreement about them. About 87% of the respondents agreed that COVID-19 is a deadly 

disease and 90.8% believed that one can get infected with COVID-19 at any time. More than eighty percent 

(87.4%) of the respondents opined that one should not hide if he/she is infected by COVID-19 Table 4. 

However, more than one-third (34.2%) of the respondents believed that COVID-19 is a divine punishment, 

indicating that a group of people was stigmatized to some extent. The majority of people had positive 

thinking toward other attitudinal statements. The mean score of the positive agreement was found to be 5.3 

out of 7. The overall attitude was defined as a positive attitude for scores 5 and above. According to this 

definition, 78.6% of the respondents were found to have positive attitudes toward COVID-19.  

 

 

Table 4. Attitude of adult people towards COVID-19 

Attitudes 
Response 

Agree Disagree 

COVID-19 is a deadly disease 867 (87.3) 126 (12.7) 

One can get infected with COVID-19 any time 902 (90.8) 71 (9.2) 

One can prevent COVID-19 by maintaining hygienic practices 868 (87.4) 125 (12.6) 
If infected by COVID-19, one should not keep it secrete 856 (86.2) 137 (13.8) 

COVID-19 is a divine punishment 340 (34.2) 653 (65.8) 

People should maintain safe distance from COVID-19 patients 795 (80.1) 198 (19.9) 
COVID-19 patients should be kept in isolation  619 (62.3) 374 (37.7) 

Mean score of attitudes (SD) 5.3 (1.14) 

Overall attitude towards COVID-19   
Positive 780 (78.6) 

Negative 213 (21.4) 

 

 

Table 5 (see in Appendix) presents the socio-economic differentials and predictors of the positive 

attitude of adult people toward COVID-19 in Bangladesh. Positive attitudes were found to vary significantly 

with age, gender, place of residence, level of education, occupation, wealth index, and level of knowledge 

about COVID-19. Gender, place of residence, education, occupation, and knowledge about  

COVID-19 were found as significant factors for positive attitudes toward COVID-19 from logistic 

regression. Males were found to be 1.58 times more likely to have a positive attitude towards COVID-19 

than females (AOR=1.58, 95% CI=1.20–2.98). The positive attitude was found to be about 36% higher 

among the people from Dhaka city, compared to the people from outside Dhaka city (AOR=1.36, 

95%CI=1.12–2.31). Level of education showed a positive association with a positive attitude towards 

COVID-19. People with educational level graduate or above were found to be 2.56 times more likely to have 

a positive attitude towards COVID-19, compared to the people with a primary level of education 

(AOR=2.56, 95%CI=1.87–3.85). The respondent's occupation was found as a significant factor for positive 

attitude toward COVID-19. Health workers which include doctors, nurses, and other health professionals had 

2.83 times higher odds of positive attitudes towards COVID-19 than people from other occupations 

(AOR=2.83, 95%CI=1.19–3.23). Respondents’ good knowledge about COVID-19 appeared as the most 

important significant predictor of positive attitude towards COVID-19. People with good knowledge about 

COVID-19 were found to be more than 3 times more likely to have positive attitudes towards COVID-19, 

compared to the people with poor knowledge about COVID-19 (AOR=3.13, 95%CI=1.24–4.76).  

 

 

4. DISCUSSION 

This online cross-sectional study was conducted in Bangladesh during May 2021. The study 

comprised adult people who were active users of social media and living in Dhaka city during the survey. 

The study was conducted with the support of the health, population, nutrition and sector development 

program (HP&NSP) of the Ministry of Health as part of an ongoing effort to provide effective information 

for the prevention and treatment of COVID-19 in Bangladesh. Proposal of the study was accepted by the 

Institutional Review Board of the Bangladesh Medical Research Council (BMRC). 

The findings of this study indicate a high rate of knowledge and positive attitudes about COVID-19 

among the adult people in Bangladesh. Overall, more than three fourth (78%) of adult people in Bangladesh 

had high level of knowledge and positive attitudes about COVID-19 which is higher than observed in some 

previous studies in Bangladesh. For example, Ferdous et al. [39] observed that 48.3% and 62% of 

Bangladeshi citizens aged 12-64 years had accurate knowledge and attitudes toward COVID-19, respectively. 

Rabbani et al. [37] also observed that 44% of Bangladeshi adults had adequate knowledge about COVID-19 
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and 49% respondents had positive attitudes toward COVID-19. These differences between the finding of the 

study and previous studies are mainly because of the time of conducting studies. Most of the previous study 

was conducted at the initial stage of the pandemic in 2020 when knowledge about COVID-19 was poor 

however, the study was conducted during the pick period of the pandemic. Differences in results could also 

be attributed to differences in study designs, and measuring tools used for assessing the knowledge and 

characteristics of the study participants.  

Nevertheless, this study finding indicates that over the period the knowledge and positive attitudes 

levels have increased among the adult people in Bangladesh. However, the knowledge level among the adult 

people in Bangladesh is comparable to Ethiopia (76%) [40], Saudi Arabia (80%), and Pakistan (80%) [41], 

and India (70%) [42], but lower than observed in the Philippines (92%) [43] and Iraq (92%) [44]. These 

differences in knowledge across the countries might be because of differences in populations and tools of 

examination to assess knowledge about COVID-19. This study documented a high level of knowledge about 

COVID-19 etiology, signs and symptoms, the main route of transmission, and prevention mechanisms among 

the adult people in Bangladesh, which is appreciable and would help in adopting and implementing 

preventive measures in spreading COVID-19.  

Males had a significantly higher level of good knowledge about COVID-19 than females. Findings 

of the study is supported by the findings of the studies conducted in Southeast and South Asian countries and 

Bangladesh [14], [37], [45]. This might be due to the fact that males were more concerned about the disease 

and its preventive mechanisms. Besides males have higher mobility and access to different sources of 

information and thus gained more knowledge than females. However, there are mixed results regarding the 

association between gender and knowledge about COVID-19. A research in Uganda found no association 

between gender and knowledge [46]. 

Respondents with permanent residence in the Dhaka city area had a higher level of knowledge, 

compared to the respondents with permanent residence outside Dhaka, which is similar as found in the 

previous studies [35], [47], [48]. This might be due to the fact that people having permanent residence in the 

Dhaka city area might have higher chance of access to the main sources of information including social 

media and internet facilities. Level of education showed a consistent positive association with the level of 

good knowledge, which is consistent with the result of previous studies.  

The results also indicate a high level of positive attitudes towards COVID-19, as nearly eighty 

percent (78.6%) of the participants had a positive attitude to COVID-19. The result was in line with the 

findings of the studies in Pakistan (82%) [36], Ethiopia (82%) [49] and Nigeria (80%) [23]. However, to 

some extent, there exists a COVID-19-related stigma, as slightly more than one-third (34%) of the 

participants believe that COVID-19 is a divine punishment. Regarding factors associated with a positive 

attitude, males were found to be more likely to have positive attitudes toward COVID-19 than their female 

counterparts. The result is similar with the result of Ferdous et al. [39]. Good knowledge of COVID-19 was 

found to be significantly associated with a positive attitude about COVID-19, which is consistent with 

findings of the previous studies [40], [50], [51]. 

The study has few limitations. As the data collection method was self-reporting, it can be considered 

as main limitation of the study. The data was collected through an online survey, which has limitation to 

cover sampling frame. This limitation also leads to appropriateness of sampling techniques, resulting in 

sampling bias, and thus could limit the representativeness of the study findings. Because of online self-

administrated form, many people declined to participate in the survey even many people have limited access 

of internet, and thus they were excluded from the survey. On the other hand, in the online survey, appropriate 

sampling design is difficult to maintain because of self-administration. Another limitation of this study is 

measuring knowledge and attitudes from a self-administered questionnaire. Without validated and reliable 

questionnaire, it is not possible toaccept that respondents were completely objective at the time of sharing 

information. Besides, the majority of the survey respondents were young, educated, and living in the Capital 

city of Dhaka, which might exaggerate the knowledge and attitude level. 

 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

This study demonstrates a high prevalence of knowledge and attitude of the adult people of 

Bangladesh towards COVID-19. Although the findings suggest an overall satisfaction level of knowledge 

and positive attitude, there still prevails some misconceptions or stigma to a group of people as about one-

third of the participants opined that COVID-19 is a divine punishment and 13% were in favor of keeping it 

secrete if infected by corona various. Also, about 21% of the people had negative attitudes and the same 

percentage had poor knowledge about COVID-19. The positive attitude has a highly significant association 

with knowledge about COVID-19 among the people. All these findings underscore the need for more 

educational programs and behavior change communication. 
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APPENDIX  

 

Table 5. Distribution of attitudes and odds of positive attitudes about COVID-19 
Characteristics Attitudes towards  

COVID-19 

Adjusted odds ratio (AOR) of positive  

attitudes towards COVID-19 with 95% CI 
Positive  Negative p-value AOR 95% CI p-value 

Total sample 78.6 21.4     

Age    0.024    
< 20 81.4 18.6  1.13 0.92 - 2.78 0.098 

20-24 80.4 19.6  1.08 0.89 - 1.79 0.118 

25-29 76.0 24.0  1.02 0.81 - 1.68 0.287 
30+ (ref.) 75.8 24.2  1.00   

Gender   0.033    

Male 81.3 18.7  1.58 1.20 - 2.98 0.039 
Female (ref.) 76.9 23.1  1.00   

Marital status   0.834    

Single 79.1 20.9  1.01 0.85 - 2.16 0.364 
Married (ref.) 76.8 23.2  1.00   

Place of permanent residence 0.018    

Dhaka 80.6 19.4  1.36 1.12 - 2.31 0.016 
Outside Dhaka (ref.) 76.0 24.0  1.00   

Level of education   0.038    

Primary (ref.) 70.3 29.7  1.00   
Secondary 74.2 25.8  1.08 0.37 - 2.12 0.414 

Higher Secondary 77.1 22.9  1.86 1.09 - 2.59 0.023 

Graduate or above 81.2 18.8  2.56 1.87 - 3.85 0.008 
Occupation   0.048    

Student 78.9 21.1  1.36 1.10 - 2.66 0.047 

Health worker 82.7 17.3  2.83 1.19 - 3.23 0.011 
Service holder 76.2 23.8  1.18 0.78 - 2.65 0.114 

Business 74.8 25.2  1.02 0.89 - 3.12 0.110 

Others (ref.) 72.3 27.7  1.00   
Monthly HH income (in OR)   0.342    

Up to 15,000 76.3 23.7  0.76 0.58 - 1.72 0.277 

15,001-30,000 78.4 21.6  0.89 0.63 - 1.85 0.293 
Above 30,000 (ref.) 78.8 21.2  1.00   

Wealth Index   0.048    

Poorest (ref.) 73.1 26.9  1.00   
Poorer 74.6 25.4  1.02 0.77 - 1.83 0.876 

Middle 76.8 23.2  1.04 0.78 - 2.03 0.486 

Wealthier 78.9 21.1  1.44 0.82 - 2.13 0.120 
Wealthiest 80.2 19.8  1.96 0.98 - 2.33 0.098 

Test for COVID-19   0.578    

Not tested 76.7 23.3  0.85 0.78 - 1.98 0.725 
Tested Negative 80.2 19.8  1.08 0.66 - 2.19 0.452 

Tested positive (ref.) 78.8 21.2  1.00   
Health status   0.782    

Good 77.3 22.7  0.87 0.56 - 1.98 0.785 

Moderate 82.4 17.6  1.03 0.78 - 2.18 0.461 
Bad (ref.) 80.1 19.9  1.00   

Knowledge about COVID-19   0.003    

Good 84.2 15.8  3.13 1.24 - 4.76 <0.001 
Poor (ref.) 76.8 23.2  1.00   
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